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For the third consecutive year, Waynesville High School has 
been named among the U.S. News & World Report’s 2021 Best 
High Schools. The rankings were released on Tuesday, April 
27.

WHS was ranked 61 out of 603 high schools in Missouri and 
was the highest ranking high school in the Ozarks Conference 
and #1 in the Fort Leonard Wood region.

The rankings are based on the percentage of students who 
take Advanced Placement (AP) courses, pass AP exams, 
mathematics proficiency, reading proficiency and graduation 
rates.

“We have outstanding students and staff and we are happy 
to again receive this recognition,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 

WHS recognized as a Best High School
superintendent. “I am 
particularly proud because 
we are one the most diverse 
school districts in rural 
Missouri and the single most 
heavily military impacted 
school district in the state.”

Schools ranked in the top 
40% nationally (#7,143 or 
better) achieved status as U.S. 
News Best High Schools and 
are eligible to display U.S. News-trademarked 2021 Best High 
Schools award badges.

4th and 5th graders participate in track & field meet 

Fourth and fifth grade students from throughout the district 
competed in the elementary track and field events today, 
April 30, at Waynesville High School. 

A special thanks to those who 
provided these photos. 



Fifth grade art students at Thayer 
Elementary are putting math and 
art together to create a beautiful 
tessellation, which uses geometric 
shapes. Students were given a page of 
one-inch graph paper to write out a one 
digit by one digit multiplication problem 
with a two-digit answer. They were 
asked to choose one that’s difficult for 
them to remember. They then repeated 
that problem seven times to create the 
interlocking tessellation shape. Patterns 
and designs were added to make it 
visually interesting. 

Waynesville High School has 
received the 2020-21 National Beta 
School of Merit award. The school 
earned this recognition by offering 
National Beta to all eligible grades. 

“Less than one-third of Beta Clubs in 
the nation qualify for this because it can 
be perceived to be more work to allow 
all students – freshman through seniors 
– the opportunity to participate in Beta; 
however, I believe that providing an 
opportunity for students to grow and 
develop throughout their high school 
years is an asset to our program,” said 
Dawn Wilking, WHS Beta sponsor. “I 
am proud of our Beta students because 
they want to make a positive difference 
at their school, in the community and in 
the world.” 

The National Beta School of Merit 
award is given to honor a club’s 
dedication and commitment to academic 
excellence. To achieve this honor, a 
school must include members from all 
eligible grade levels in their Beta club. 
This year, only 29% of Beta Clubs 
across the country received this award. 
About National Beta  

With more than 500,000 active 
members and 9,000 chapters, National 
Beta has become the nation’s largest 
independent, non-profit, educational 
youth organization. National Beta 
recognizes outstanding achievement, 
promotes character and social 
responsibility, encourages service 
involvement to school and community, 
and fosters leadership skills. 

WHS named 
National Beta 
School of Merit

Students in Errica 
Vaughn’s Project Lead 
the Way class apply 
their math concepts by 
building wooden moving 
toys in the lab. PTLW 
is a STEM (science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics) 
curriculum. 

Using math to build toys in PLTW



At the Waynesville High School track and field meet on April 
23, the WHS boys team took 1st place and the WHS girls team 
took 6th. 

In addition to WHS, the teams competing in the meet included 
Rolla High School, West Plains High School, Licking High 
School, Liberty (Wentzville) High School, Lebanon High School, 
Iberia High School, Eldon High School, Camdenton High 
School, Steelville High School, Vienna High School and Plato 
High School. 

On April 26, the Waynesville High 
School boys team won the 7th Annual 
SBU Large School Invitational in 
Bolivar.  The meet included 19 Class 4-5 
schools from around the state.

Boys scored 101 points to win over 
2nd Place Webb City with 92 points.  

WHS boys take 1st place at SBU
“That was a big team win for us,” said 

Coach Mike Rawlings.  “Justin Knight’s 
1st place in the long jump was the only 
first place for us and to get to 101 points 
meant that the entire team contributed to 
pull out the win.” 

Boys take 1st; girls 
take 6th at WHS meet

Photos 
taken 
at WHS 
meet. 



The Waynesville Career 
Center hosted Student 
Appreciation Day on April 
30. Students were able to 
choose between ice cream 
and snacks with most 
opting for the ice cream. 

During their Super Session this morning, Waynesville High 
School staff members received praise for: 

- being named a Best High School in the U.S. News and World 
   Report rankings at #61 out of more than 600 high schools in 
   the state
-  teachers continually improving the use of their data and 
   working to close the learning gap between last spring and 
   this year
- teachers implementing more highly effective teaching 
   strategies in the classroom
- working to keep the building extra clean and following 
   COVID precautions and guidelines, which have enabled 
   students to remain in the seated classroom 
- working on promoting a “We” mentality throughout the 
   building

WHS staff receives praise 
during Super Session 


